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TELEGRAM Aprll u< 2 002 

To: SECSTATE WASHDC - IMMEDIATE 

Action: HHA 

RELEASED IN PART 

From: AMEMBASSY CARACAS (CARACAS 974 - IMMEDIATE) Bl, 1.4(D) 

TAGS-- ECON, PGOV, PREL, EPET, ETRD, VE 

Captions: None 

Subjects VENEZUELA'S GENERAL STRIKE AS OF 3:00 PM APRIL 11 
Ret: A. CARACAS 00948 6 . 00966 C. 00973 



CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR CHARLES S. SHAPIRO. REASON 
1.5 (B) AND (D) . 

1. (B) At approximately 2:30 Embotfs report 
thousands of Chavez support era ia front o£ Miraf Lorea 
protected by a small contingent of 30-40 national 
guard. The' latter are located in between the Chavez 
supporters and the route of the march. Seme of Chavez 
supporters have arrived in war paint and carrying 
sticks. Steel pipes are being distributed. The 
government television station reports that Chavez will 
fight to death rather than leave office. 

The Demonstrators 



2. (a) The enormous demonstration continues its 
march in the direction of Miraflores, chanting "fuera" 
(leave) . The head of the parade is reportedly 
approximately 10-12 blocks from Miraflores. 
Metropolitan police are moving ahead of the 
demonstrators. So far, the demonstration has been 
peaceful except for an unexplained shooting at the 
Central university Campus near the parade route. 

The Military 



3. (U) At 2:30 General Rincon with his commanding 
generals appeared in a short "Cadena" calling for 
mutual understanding and dialogue, and said the 
National Guard would keep the peace. They denied that 
Chaves was in detention and said he was in his 
"dispacho". They also denied they bad resigned. 



SHAPIRO 



Additional Addressees; 
None 

CCr 

OPEC COLLECTIVE 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
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AMEMBASSY LIMA 



Distribution: 

TED9220 
ACTION WHA-00 

INFO LOG-00 NP-00 AID-OQ ACQ-OO CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-00 

CTME-00 DIKT-00 DODB-00 DOEE-00 DOTB-00 PERC-00 SRPP-00 

DS-00 EB-00 EXIM-01 E-00 PAAE-00 VC-00 FRB-00 

H-01 TEDE-00 INR-00 ITC-01 LAB-01 L-00 VCE-00 

AC-01 HSAE-00 KSCB-00 OES-01 OMB-Ol OPIC-Ol PA-OO 

PM-00 PRS-00 ACB-00 P-00 SP-00 IRM-00 SSO-00 

STR-OO TRSE-00 USIB-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00 DRL-02 G-00 



NPAT-00 SAS-00 /011W 



-S4P38C 111950Z /38 



0 111912Z APR 02 
FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATB WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5440 
INTO OPEC COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
USCINCSO MIAMI PL 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 000974 



NSC POR AMB MAISTO 
USCINSOO FOR POLAD 



B.O, 12958: DECL: 12/12/12 

TAGS: BCOH, PGOV, PREL, EPKT, BTRD, VB 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELA'S GENERAL STRIXE AS OP 3:00 PM 

APRIL 11 

REF: A. CARACAS 00948 B. 00966 C. 00973 
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